“Notes of a Native Son” Study Guide
Find and type textual evidence and answers for the following questions that pertain to Baldwin's autobiographical essay "Notes of a Native Son":
Baldwin mentions his father is poisoned by bitterness - what is the source of his bitterness?
	His father’s bitterness is due to the suffering that he undergoes as a black person while in America. Also, he is not sociable and therefore lives a lonely life.
Baldwin's father is compared to the image of a primitive African in a photo.  How does Baldwin use this to illustrate that his father was both beautiful in his blackness, as well as ugly, in terms of American Society?  How does self-hatred create bitterness and an impossible existence? 
	Baldwin’s father loved himself and always felt very bad about the hatred that whites have on blacks. The feeling that people do not appreciate his lovely race makes him bitter.
Why does Baldwin's father resent his son's well-intended, white teacher, and why does he let James experience culture with her?  How does this reinforce the father's bitterness?
	Baldwin’s father resented his son’s well-intended teacher because he believed that he will harm his child. He hates whites and believes that all of them have no good intentions on blacks. The bitterness is reinforced as he could not imagine a white experiencing culture with his son.
What does James Baldwin discover in New Jersey as a young adult; what is interesting about the way he portrays the waitress who denied him service; how does this complicate readers' understanding of race in America in the mid-twentieth century?
	The waitress felt sorry that the restaurant does not serve blacks. Baldwin portrays the waiter as a racist, although she might be have been compelled by hotel policy to behave so. This further complicates reader’s understanding.
In the beginning, Baldwin says he hated his father, why?  How does this attitude change during his father's funeral?
	Baldwin hated his father because of his bitterness and belief in apocalypse. The attitude changes during the funeral as he realizes that he is the one who will carry the burden of white segregation after death of his father.
What does Baldwin say about the man who was eulogized during his father's funeral, in comparison to who this man was while living?
	The pastor at the funeral asked people to forgive Baldwin’s father as they did not know the source of his bitterness. Baldwin knew that his father was not a bad person but was bitter about racism.
What sparked the riots in Harlem & how does Baldwin convey that people prefer to give into passion rather than sober reason?  What is achieved by the riots, if anything, according to Baldwin?
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A black man was shot while protecting the dignity of a black woman. Shooting somebody on such is passion rather than a sober reason. The whites achieved since a black man is the one who suffered.
Finally, what is the antidote to the poison, according to Baldwin at the end of the essay and how does this antidote connect to the antidote in "Sonny's Blues"?
	Antidote in this case a revolution that will see a black man considered equal to a white man so that psychological challenges that accompany discrimination ends.


